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Disclaimer 

 

Facts and opinions published in the Journal of Health, Safety and Environment express solely 

the opinions of the respective authors. Authors are responsible for their citing of sources and 

the accuracy of their references and bibliographies. The editors cannot be held responsible for 

any lacks or possible violations of third parties’ rights. 

 

Statement of informed consent 

 

All descriptive or analytical investigations on human participants must include a statement in 

the Methods section that participants gave their informed consent. The name of the relevant 

institutional ethics approval committee that gave approval for the study and the appropriate 

approval number must be stated in the Methods section. It is journal policy that participant 

anonymity must be preserved in all cases. 

 

Manuscripts based on studies involving Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander participants must also 

state that the relevant local Indigenous representatives have approved the study. 

 

Protection of human and animal rights 

 

Where applicable, authors should provide assurance that they are aware of all applicable ethical 

safeguards with regard to human and animal rights and that, through compliance with 

appropriate ethics legislation, systems and processes, they have complied with such safeguards. 
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Research involving human subjects 

 

The Journal will consider manuscripts presenting data obtained from research involving human 

subjects. Research on human subjects must: 

 

(1) be approved by an appropriate institutional ethics approval committee; that is: 

(a) (within Australia) the research was conducted according to the principles of the most recent 

edition of the NHMRC National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research 

(http://www.nhmrc.gov.au); or 

(b) (outside Australia) the research was conducted following appropriate human ethics approval 

processes, including compliance with the World Medical Association Declaration of Helsinki 

(http://www.wma.net) and 

(2) comply with all applicable legislation and procedures. 

 

A statement describing institutional ethics approval and consent procedures, and indicating that 

all human participants gave written informed consent, must appear within the Methods section 

of the manuscript. 

 

In addition, authors will be asked to indicate and certify in the letter that accompanies the 

manuscript at the time of submission a statement that: 

 

(1) they have complied with all applicable legislation and procedures relating to human ethics 

approvals; and 

(2) they confirm their understanding that the editor may request to see any or all 

documentation relating to this statement. 

 

Research involving experimental animals 

 

The Journal will consider manuscripts presenting data obtained from research involving 

experimental animals (including survey work). Research on experimental animals must: 

 

(1) be approved by an appropriate institutional ethics approval committee; that is: 

(a) (within Australia) the research was conducted according to the principles of the latest 

edition of the NHMRC Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific 

Purposes (https://www.nhmrc.gov.au); or 

(b) (outside Australia) the research was conducted according to the principles of a national 

equivalent to the Australian code of practice; and 

(2) comply with all applicable legislation and procedures. 
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A statement describing institutional ethics approval, and indicating that animal handling 

procedures comply with such approvals, must appear within the Methods section of the 

manuscript. 

 

In addition, authors will be asked to indicate and certify in the letter that accompanies the 

manuscript at the time of submission a statement that: 

(1) they have complied with all applicable legislation and procedures relating to experimental 

animal ethics approvals; and 

(2) they confirm their understanding that the editor may request to see any or all 

documentation relating to this statement. 

 

Funding 

 

Authors must include a statement at the conclusion of the paper that identifies any funding sources 

for their work. This will be removed for anonymous peer review but re-inserted for publication. 

 

Risk assessment 

 

Authors must include a statement in the Methods section of compliance to any risk assessment 

procedures required by their organisations. 

 

Peer-review process 

  

All feature articles, research reports and editorials are submitted for expert peer-review. In the 

 case of feature articles, authors and referees remain anonymous. In other forms of 

 submission a review is conducted with author identity disclosure. Refer to “Instructions  

 to authors”.  

 

A reviewer may makes suggestions as to acceptance, revision or rejection of 

manuscripts. 

 

In certain cases, specialist peer reviewers (such as statisticians) will be used, for  

example, for review of study design features, conduct of the study, presentation of  

data, statistical analysis, or conclusions. 

 

If the reviewers indicate that a manuscript should be revised, authors will be requested to 

revise the manuscript along the lines indicated by the referees.  

 

Occasionally, resubmitted manuscripts may undergo further peer review. Once  

revisions are completed and approved by the Managing Editor, the corresponding  

author is notified that an article has been accepted for publication. 
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Rejected manuscripts will not be returned to authors. 

 

Copyright 

 

Articles with original material are accepted for consideration with the understanding that, 

except for abstracts, no part of the data has been published, or will be submitted for 

publication elsewhere, before appearing in this Journal. Authors are required to assign copyright 

to CCH Australia Limited when their article is accepted for publication. The copyright 

assignment letter must be signed by all authors and a copy returned to the Managing Editor.  

Assignment of copyright protects the interests of both author and publisher. 

 

Copyright in all material submitted for publication in the Journal has to vest in CCH Australia 

Limited. Although publication elsewhere is prohibited by such assignment of copyright, the 

material may be used by the author(s): 

♦  for academic purposes (such as lecturing); 

♦  for private use (excluding sale for profit); 

♦  for teaching purposes; 

♦  for professional advice to clients; and 

♦  as part of non-commercial instructional publications. 

 

Authors are required to warrant that the submitted material does not (or will not), to the best 

of their knowledge, infringe any copyright or other proprietary right or interest, or contain any 

statement which is false, libellous, or in any other way unlawful. Permission must be gained to 

reproduce any figure, table or extensive extract (over 50 words) from any source that is owned 

or copyrighted by anyone other than the author or CCH Australia Limited. 

 

Refer to the Copyright assignment policy document of the Journal in relation to uploading of 

papers to ResearchGate. 

 

Public servants should be aware that copyright in all work, done as an integral part of their 

employment, resides in the Crown and should ensure that any necessary clearances from the 

Crown are obtained. 


